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South Dakota Pulse Processors, LLC Selects Harrold Location
Pierre, SD - Field peas, lentils and chickpeas grown in South Dakota will soon have a local market now that S.D. Pulse Processors, LLC  (SDPP) has selected Harrold, SD as the site of its first value-added production facility.

This crop assortment, often referred to as “pulse” crop, are generally harvested by area producers, and usually shipped out of South Dakota for processing.  The pulse crops enjoy a growing demand worldwide due to their high protein essential amino acid content, low glycemic index and gluten-free properties. USDA and several industry organizations are supporting the effort to make pulses a larger part of the U.S. diet.  Pulses are a staple food for nearly 25 percent of the world’s population of 7 billion people.  For local producers, pulses play a key role in crop rotation due to their ability to affix nitrogen in the soil and provide a good crop rotation along with corn, sunflowers and winter wheat.
Jim Protexter, Executive Director of the Pierre Economic Development Corporation, says the Harrold site location announcement by the firm is the result of several months of work with local, state and even international partners. “We’ve been looking for projects that would compliment the railroad loop track investment on the west side of Harrold. SDPP considered several sites in the area, but we offered to put in the building and rail siding under a lease agreement, which lowers their initial investment requirement and allows more of their capital to go to equipment, purchasing and marketing.”

SDPP has engaged a team of agronomists, researchers and local farmers to ensure the project’s success. Founding member Mat Chaudhry, author of the book "Green Gold: Value-added Pulses," grew up in Punjab, India, helping with his family’s agricultural and pulses milling business. “Mat and his partners are 100 percent committed to the vision of making South Dakota competitive with North Dakota and Canada in the production of pulse products,” says Protexter. “We have a great product to offer the world, and our growers shouldn’t have to truck it hundreds of miles north to do it.”  Local producers and business owners serving on the company board include Tom Young of Sully County, and Brian Baus and Tom Tveit of Hughes County.
The 5,500 square foot plant will allow for cleaning, sizing, polishing, color sorting, splitting, milling and packaging the crops. Initially about 50 percent will be shipped by rail to the Port of Vancouver for overseas consumption. The rest will be packaged and sold in the U.S. “Like a lot of things, we send pulses to other countries where they’re processed and sent back for us to purchase, with the value-added rewards going to someone else,” says Protexter. “This is an opportunity to capture that value locally.”
Val-Add Service Corp. in Lennox is providing the start-up company with technical expertise in corporate organization and fundraising. Protexter says the project has also received support from local producers, the S.D. Department of Agriculture, the Governor’s Office of Economic Development, S.D. Value Added Ag Development Center, Harrold Grain and local lenders.  Upon securing financing the company anticipates starting construction in the fall of 2012 and beginning operations in 2013. 
